
…yet 75% of PA towns 
aren’t required to recycle…

PA’s recycling laws are outdated 
Recycling is widely accepted as a critical way to deal with our solid waste issues. But here in Pennsylvania, our 
laws are outdated and haven’t kept up with our growing waste problems.

It’s time to 
stop trashing 
Pennsylvania

The state of recycling in Pennsylvania
While groundbreaking at the time it was passed in 1988, Pennsylvania’s recycling law known as “Act 101” has 
failed to fulfill its promise.
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…more electronic waste…

…funding for PA’s recycling 
program is declining…

…more plastic 
waste…

…and most recyclable 
items aren’t required to 
be recycled.
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Bringing PA’s recycling law into the 21st Century
We can make Pennsylvania the national recycling leader it was 35 years ago when our elected officials passed 
Act 101 by updating our state’s law and using many of the best recycling practices being successfully used 
around the country today. 

To see our full study of Pennsylvania’s recycling laws and 
recommended policy solutions, visit bit.ly/UpdateAct101

Implement recycling
Local recycling programs 
for all Pennsylvania cities 
and towns

Increase composting
Promoting composting to 
tackle our largest source of 
household waste

Adequately fund 
recycling
Increase funding for our 
recycling programs—and 
make the producers pay for 
the waste they make

Tackle electronic waste
Update Pennsylvania’s 
electronic waste laws to tackle 
the state’s fastest growing 
source of waste

Collect all recyclables
All local recycling programs 
should collect all the 
commonly recyclable 
materials in our waste stream

Address Single-use 
plastics
Implement a comprehensive plan 
to address our massive stream 
of single-use plastic waste

Updating Act 101: 
Our Keystone 
recycling program
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